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“DOING GOD’S WILL”

STUDY NOTES FOR CARE GROUPS - (HEBREWS 11:1-10)
The following are resource questions that you can use with your Care Group for discussion. They are based on the sermon preached on Sunday,
February 14, 2010, by Pastor Arnold Wong at the Grace Baptist Church, Singapore. The sermon is available online at
http://www.gracebap.org.sg/worship/series.html.

February 14, 2010

Introduction: “Ministry that costs nothing — accomplishes nothing.” Jowett

“To get from where you are to where God is will require some major adjustments. These adjustments may relate
to your thinking, circumstances, relationships, commitments, actions and/or beliefs.” Blackaby

Hebrews chapter 11 is all about men and women doing God’s will. And the “key” to doing God’s will are the
words “by faith”. Chapter 11 is all about examples of men and women doing God’s will. As you look at these
first four men, you will learn that living by faith require surrender, obedience, trust and love. And again as
you consider these familiar stories try to re-discover qualities that you need for yourself as you live a life of
“Doing God'’s will.” The examples of Abel, Enoch, Noah and Abraham show us the nature of faith. And the rest
of Chapter 11 shows us how faith behaves in real life.

DOING GOD’S WILL MIGHT COST YOU PRECIOUS RELATIONSHIPS

True faith was practiced from the very beginning, even before the Flood. Abel appears first to testify to the
value of faith. He and his older brother Cain lived when the world was young. They enjoyed what we would call
today "the simple life,"” which clearly included recognition of God and a need for a personal relationship. Each
brought an offering that reflected his occupation: Cain, the farmer, brought fruits and grains; Abel, the
shepherd, brought fat from the firstborn of his flock.

If Abel's sacrifice was more important than Cain's, what made it so? The reason suggested is that it came from a
heart made righteous by faith! If Abraham's faith was "CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Romans
4:9), so also was Abel's. Abel’s faith in God was one of trust and loving acceptance of whatever God sent. He was
willing to wait for ultimate vindication of injustice and mistreatment. His faith teaches us that we must often
wait for God's redress of justice. We do so because we know God cannot ultimately fail to act.

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, appears next on the stage of testimony. Two important things mark the
character of Enoch's faith: (1) he pleased God by turning away from the godlessness of the world in which he
lived and (2) he maintained a daily walk with God which grew so intimate that he was taken to heaven without
experiencing death.

The walk with God that Enoch experienced was one of deepening intimacy. Enoch's faith flourished as he
walked with God. We learn from Enoch that faith means turning from human wisdom to God's revelation and
walking in daily obedience to it until it leads to a deep and living fellowship with God that will last for an
eternity.

DOING GOD’S WILL MIGHT COST YOU PEOPLE’S RESPECT

The spotlight of witness then shifts to Noah, who illustrates for us a still different quality of true faith. His
faith, too, saw what was invisible, namely the coming of the Flood. He "saw" it because he believed the
warning he received from God 120 years before the Flood came (Genesis 6:3, 7). Moved by fear of that
catastrophe, Noah obeyed God and built an ark of wood, by means of which his whole family was saved. Such
obedient faith, the writer states, condemned the world, by showing how wrong it was. This made Noah an
heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

He was a hundred miles from the nearest ocean, with a ship many times too big for his own needs, and when
had had finished, he filled it with animals! Had he lived in our day he would have been dubbed, "Nutty Noah"!
Yet Jesus used "the days of Noah" as representative of the condition of the world before his own return, and
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indicated that his followers must be prepared to face the same kind of scornful hostility that Noah met day
after day.

He is the first individual to be called righteous in the Scriptures (Genesis 6:9). His sturdy, obedient faith stands
forever as an example of persistence against hostility that marks those who are born of God.

DOING GOD’S WILL MIGHT COST PERSONAL SECURITY

"Faith without deeds is useless," says James (2:20). If there is true faith, there will be consequent actions.
Abraham is a great example of this.

At every point, Abraham responded to a promise of God with unwavering obedience. Abraham believed God
and left his kinfolk his present comforts and prosperity, and, at the age of seventy-five, set out for Canaan, a
land he had never visited and knew nothing about. When he got there he lived as a resident alien, residing in
tents and owning nothing. The motive for this remarkable behavior was his anticipation that God would fulfill
his promise and produce on earth, a city with foundations whose architect and builder is God (vv. 9-10). It is
amazing how far Abraham saw by faith. Abraham shows us that faith seizes upon a revealed event and lives in
anticipation of it. Faith gives purpose and destination to life.

Application: In these four men, Abel, Enoch, Noah and Abraham we are shown that faith waits, faith grows in
intimacy, and faith persists. Without these qualities it is impossible to please God. Discuss and examine the
qualities of faith that was evident in the lives of these four men.

B Also consider and discuss Philippians 1:20, 21 and Luke 9:23 and the meditations taken Oswald Chambers
“My Utmost for His Highest”.

"..according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all
boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For
to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain."” Philippians 1:20-21

"We shall all feel very much ashamed if we do not yield to Jesus on the point He has asked us to yield to Him.
Paul says—“My determination is to be my utmost for His Highest.” To get there is a question of will, not of
debate nor of reasoning, but a surrender of will, an absolute and irrevocable surrender on that point....

"When we consider what it will cost others if we obey the call of Jesus, we tell God He does not know what our
obedience will mean. Keep to the point; He does know. Shut out every other consideration and keep yourself
before God for this one thing only—“My Utmost for His Highest.” I am determined to be absolutely and
entirely for Him and for Him alone.”

MY UTMOST FOR HIS HIGHEST, January 1

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me." Luke 9:23

"Our Lord never insists upon obedience; He tells us very emphatically what we ought to do, but He never
takes means to make us do it. ... That is why when Our Lord talked about discipleship, He prefaced it with an
IF...

"The Lord does not give me rules, He makes His standard very clear, and if my relationship to Him is that of
love, 1 will do what He says without any hesitation. If I hesitate, it is because I love someone else in
competition with Him, viz., myself. ...

"When once God’s Redemption comes to the point of obedience in a human soul, it always creates. If I obey
Jesus Christ, the Redemption of God will rush through me to other lives, because behind the deed of obedience
is the Reality of Almighty God."

MY UTMOST FOR HIS HIGHEST, November 2



