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S E R V I C E  A N D  G O D ’ S  G R A C E   
STU DY NO TE S F OR  CAR E  GR OU P S –  ( 1  COR I N TH IA NS 1 5 :1 -1 0 )  

The following are resource questions that you can use with your Care Group for discussion. They are based on the sermon preached on 

Sunday, February 21, 2010, by Pastor Arnold Wong at the Grace Baptist Church, Singapore. The sermon is available online at 

http://www.gracebap.org.sg/worship/series.html. 

February 21, 2010 

Introduction:  Different people have different passions.  For a person who is currently in school or 
pursuing a course of study, the over-riding passion would be the dogged pursuit to complete their 
studies with flying colours so as to satisfy the requirements of the school. For a career person, the 
passion would be centered on how best to perform the role and responsibility to the satisfaction of 
the employer.  What about a home-maker?  The person would be passionate about how best to 
provide a homely environment for the family.  

People respond by giving their best to a cause they believe in or a situation/role that they are 
placed in. They are passionate because they believe in what they are doing – they are sold out on 
their understanding and therefore committed to a particular pursuit of their calling in life.  

The same can be said of a believer: our understanding of who we are dictates our passions in life. 
What then defines a believer in Christ? 

As Paul considered his background as the chief persecutor of the church, he had no doubts that he 
had been called as a Christian and as Christ’s apostle only by the grace of God. Elsewhere, Paul 
taught that the Christian life begins by grace and continues through God’s grace received by 
dependent faith. 

At this point, Paul concerned himself with one particular aspect of God’s grace in his life. Divine 
mercy had great effect, or result, on his service to the body of Christ. The one who had once 
persecuted the church worked harder than all the other apostles. He reiterated that he did nothing 
in his own power but performed only by the grace of God that was with him. Paul knew himself too 
well to take credit for the good he had done in Christ’s service. He knew that the only source that 
could produce these good works through his life was the grace of God. Because he relied so strongly 
on God’s grace, he became one of the most effective apostles. 

How does this knowledge of grace bring passion to our Christian service for our Master? 

I. A BELIEVER IS SOMEONE WHO IS SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE (VS. 1-10A) 

We are saved by grace―this is the core of the Christian message―that God’s love issues in a 
free gift of salvation. It is offered on a plate and needs only to be received in faith.  Grace simply 
means “unmerited” favour.  None of us can say we merit God’s favour.  

Yet, it is the characteristic of God’s love that He loves those who are intrinsically unlovely. 
Other forms of love are based in some way on the attractiveness of the beloved, be it their 
appearance, their character, or their relationship to the lover. God’s love, however, reaches out 
to bring good to those who in themselves appear to be the antithesis of all that God stands for.  

II. A BELIEVER IS SOMEONE WHO IS IMPACTED BY GOD’S GRACE (VS. 10B) 

Nothing in Paul’s life called for the divine intervention that made him a follower of Christ. Such 
pure, unmerited love (GRACE) thereafter coloured his understanding of God’s relationship 
with humanity, for example, ‘God shows His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us’ (Romans 5:8). It is this resolute acknowledgement and acceptance that is only by 
the grace of God that Paul was able to do His bidding 
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III. A BELIEVER IS SOMEONE WHO IS ENABLED BY GOD’S GRACE (VS. 1-10C) 

If at the outset, Paul appeared last and least, yet, his ministry gave him the premier position. 
God extended Paul’s efforts, enlarging the kingdom of God over a larger area than any other 
person. “Yet, not I,” Paul asserted. Grace did the work; Paul was the instrument. It was God who 
gave Paul the enablement and blessings in ministry to such an extent that Paul is able to not 
only stay the course but to finish the race in victory. 

CHALLENGE: 

God demonstrates His grace to us so that by implication, He may be praised and worshipped. God 
did it out of love, to restore human beings to the proper relationship of praise and worship, love 
and service for which they were created and in which we find our true selves. 

A church that forgets what is in God’s heart will soon lose heart. While the world, and the church’s 
members, may see a group that struggles and often fails, God sees it as part of the vast company of 
saints that share in the work of bringing the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth. A people 
saved by grace will live in grace and serve in grace – God’s grace! 

THE WRONG REASONS FOR SERVING GOD 

1. TO EARN SALVATION. This is a common error... salvation cannot be earned... it is a free gift... of 
grace and mercy.  

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9. 

2. FEAR OR GUILT. These two motivators are the most debilitating reasons to serve God... they are 
infectious and build churches on a false foundation. Splits and divisions will follow. 

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” I John 4:18. 

3. PRIDE OR FALSE LOYALTY (IGNORANCE). An ego out of control is guaranteed to cause damage in 
relationships and church health. Mindless loyalty undermines the growth of yourself and those 
you serve. 

“And whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.” Mark 10:44. 

4. PRESSURE. "There's no one else to do it" is the wrong reason to serve. Perhaps the task needs to 
be intentionally neglected so that others see and respond to the need or duty. When such 
intentional neglect is done in faith and not as an excuse for avoiding responsibility... it can be a 
very healthy, long term strategy for building a church. 

“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:16. 

5. TO PLEASE PEOPLE. We are all tempted on occasion to please people instead of God. This doesn’t 
eliminate our responsibility towards hospitality or supporting the weak in stressful times. 

“Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still 
trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10. 
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GENUINE REASONS FOR SERVING GOD 

1. WE LOVE AND RESPECT HIM. When we consider what Jesus has done for us and what he is yet to 
do... we should be overwhelmed with love and admiration... and desire to put him first! 

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” John 14:21. 

2. OTHERS WILL ENJOY THE BENEFITS THAT WE LOVE. God wants the whole world to hear and live 
in the gospel... we serve one another in Christ and others outside of the Christian community! 

“And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 1 John 4:21. 

3. JESUS CHRIST IS RETURNING SOON. He is coming to give eternal life to those that are his, to save 
the world from annihilation and to usher in a new world government. 

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since 
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will 
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in 
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of 
righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

 

Discussion:  

1. Are you the master of your life instead of Christ? What are the indicators or patterns? 

2. Is serving only limited to serving in church work or have you been serving in any or more of the 
following areas such as family, friends, neighbours, colleagues, classmates/schoolmates and 
church? 

3. What are some of the objections or obstacles that keep you from serving? 

4. What are some of the encouragements that spur you to want to continue serving? 

5. How can we as a CG, inculcate this value of serving God by serving others? 

6. How can we as a CG, work together with the church to serve in various ministries and projects? 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, make me aware of all the grace You give me, and enable me to return Your love by laboring in 
Your service – at home, in my neighborhood, at school and at work.   Amen. 


